Pasteurella multocida infection in the hand.
We have discussed 13 patients with Pasteurella multocida infection of the hand, six of whom developed chronic hand impairment as a result of the infection. It is thus apparent that chronic morbidity following Pasteurella infection of the hand is nearly 50 percent. Despite a fairly wide antibiotic susceptibility pattern of this organism, the infection may have long-term consequences such as osteomyelitis, or small joint stiffness due to paraarticular infection. We wish to emphasize the rapid evolution of the clinical picture following inoculation and the need for vigorous antibiotic therapy supplemented by rest, elevation immobilization, and occasional surgical decompression or drainage. At this time, the preferred antibiotic for initial care would appear to be on of the cephalosporins changed to penicillin for the culture-proven infection.